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PASSING THROUGH NOTHING
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for string quartet

Inspired by the 1942 poem The Past of Louise Gliick

Small light in the sky appearing
suddenly between
two pine boughs, their fine needles

now etched onto the radiant surface
and above this
high, feathery heaven—

Smell the air. That is the smell of the white pine,
most intense when the wind blows through it
and the sound it makes equally strange,

like the sound of the wind in a movie—

Shadows moving. The ropes

making the sound they make. What you hear now
will be the sound of the nightingale, Chordata,
the male bird courting the female—

The ropes shift. The hammock

sways in the wind, tied

firmly between two pine trees.

Smell the air. That is the smell of the white pine.
It is my mother’s voice you hear

or is it only the sound the trees make

when the air passes through them

because what sound would it make,
passing through nothing?
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VIOLIN 1

All changes between sul ponticello - ordinario - sul tasto (6 - 46, 57 - 64, and 135 - 180)
depend more or less on the violin player.

In any case the changes should be gradual, fluent and inconspicuous.

VIOLA

All changes between sul ponticello - ordinario - sul tasto (84 - 111 and 114 - 128)
depend more or less on the viola player.

The changes should be gradual, fluent and inconspicuous.
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Peter Machajdik
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(Please send information about any public performance(s) of PASSING THROUGH NOTHING before the concert(s) to the composer via
https://www.machajdik.com/public.html
Your information about the concert(s) will be put on Peter Machajdik's official website https://www.machajdik.com

if you decide to perform this composition:

PASSING THROUGH NOTHING was composed with the grants from the Slovak Arts Council and the Music Fund Slovakia.

(of course, the note about the support may be translated into the language of the country, in which the concert should take place).
Also please use the logos of both the Slovak Arts Council and the Music Fund Slovakia, if possible.

The logos can be found on https://www.machajdik.com/logo.html

Thank you!

According to the General Terms and Conditions you need to apply all concert information to the author rights society (performance rights
organization) in the country of the public performance of PASSING THROUGH NOTHING [e.g., GEMA, PRS, PPL, SACEM, ASCAP, ZAIKS,
OSA, BUMA STEMRA, SESAC, SOCAN, CMRRA, SUISA, SIAE, SADAIC, SABAM, APRA, IMRO, UCMR, STIM, TONO, KODA, SOZA, EAU, STEF,
LATGA, AKKA-LAA, ARTISIUS, MSG, JASRAC " BAZ & EEHS , , SAZAS, SOKOJ, TEOSTO, SGAE, BOMC, ACUM (Xj71"D), UACRR (YAACH),
KOMCA (sr=gotxatassl), MCSC (PEE FEERNS), CASH (B8FHRRIEAZRHE), VCPMC, MUST (HESE A hES sG]

For a recording of PASSING THROUGH NOTHING you are kindly requested to send a sample of a sound file to Peter Machajdik via
khttps://www.machajdik.com/public.html

Please mention the support from both the Slovak Arts Council and the Music Fund Slovakia in the programme leaflets, booklets, posters etc.,

N
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