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Inspired by the 1942 poem The Past of Louise Glück

Small light in the sky appearing

suddenly between

two pine boughs, their fine needles

now etched onto the radiant surface

and above this

high, feathery heaven—

Smell the air. That is the smell of the white pine,

most intense when the wind blows through it

and the sound it makes equally strange,

like the sound of the wind in a movie—

Shadows moving. The ropes

making the sound they make. What you hear now

will be the sound of the nightingale, Chordata,

the male bird courting the female—

The ropes shift. The hammock

sways in the wind, tied

firmly between two pine trees.

Smell the air. That is the smell of the white pine.

It is my mother’s voice you hear

or is it only the sound the trees make

when the air passes through them  

because what sound would it make,

passing through nothing?
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VIOLIN 1

All changes between sul ponticello - ordinario - sul tasto (6 - 46, 57 - 64, and 135 - 180) 

depend more or less on the violin player. 

In any case the changes should be gradual, fluent and inconspicuous.

VIOLA

All changes between sul ponticello - ordinario - sul tasto (84 - 111 and 114 - 128) 

depend more or less on the viola player. 

The changes should be gradual, fluent and inconspicuous.
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œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

Ó œœ œb ‰ œ œ
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J
œœ ‰ Œ J

œœ ‰ Œ

ÎÎ

Î

Î

J
œœ ‰ Œ J

œœ ‰ Œ

jœœ
‰ Œ jœœ

‰ Œ

Jœœ ‰ Œ Jœœ ‰ Œ

J
œœ ‰ Œ J

œœ ‰ Œ

3 x

3 x

3 x

3 x

˘ ˘

fl fl
˘ ˘

˘ ˘

˘ ˘

fl fl
˘ ˘

˘ ˘

˘ ˘

fl fl˘ ˘

˘ ˘

˘ ˘

fl fl˘ ˘

˘ ˘

&

&

B

?

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

193

J
œœ

œ
‰ J

œœ ‰ Œ

jœœ
‰ Œ jœœ

‰ Œ
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https://www.machajdik.com/public.html
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The logos can be found on https://www.machajdik.com/logo.html 

Thank you!

According to the General Terms and Conditions you need to apply all concert information to the author rights society (performance rights 

organization) in the country of the public performance of PASSING THROUGH NOTHING [e.g., GEMA, PRS, PPL, SACEM, ASCAP, ZAIKS, 

OSA, BUMA STEMRA, SESAC, SOCAN, CMRRA,  SUISA, SIAE, SADAIC, SABAM, APRA, IMRO, UCMR, STIM, TONO, KODA, SOZA, EAU, STEF, 

LATGA, AKKA-LAA, ARTISJUS, MSG, JASRAC 「日本音楽著作権協会」, SAZAS, SOKOJ, TEOSTO, SGAE, BOИС, ACUM ( ם"וקא), UACRR (УААСП),  

KOMCA (한국음악저작권협회), MCSC (中国音乐著作权协会), CASH (香港作曲家及作詞家協會), VCPMC, MUST (社團法人中華音樂著作權協會)]. 

For a recording of PASSING THROUGH NOTHING you are kindly requested to send a sample of a sound file to Peter Machajdik via 

https://www.machajdik.com/public.html
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                                                       Composed with 


